
STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT GREENSBORO
In the 87th Session of the Student Senate
Tuesday August 25, 2009

Cone Ballroom A, Elliot University Center

MEETING MINUTES
The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by Vice President Galen Price.

Jennifer Forwerck, legislative assistant, was present and recorded the minutes.

·  Roll call
Quorum exists.

·  Reading of the Minutes
Minutes of the May 5, 2009 meeting were adopted without discussion or amendment.

· Student Forum
Galen Price asked if there were any student who wished to speak.  Zane Styrondiscussed his concerns with student housing,  saying that he calls UNCG home all the time, and because of that is constantly moved around to different residence halls. He asked if his concerns could be addressed. Galen Price said SGA will follow up with his concerns.

· Reports
A.) Jesse Russo:  Money over the summer was spent on binders, polos, and bags, they were purchased with unspent 2008-2009 academic year funds. The retreat was mostly covered by last year’s funds as well.  The senate is encouraged to look at the UNCG budget on the chancellor’s website.  There is currently no athletic director, but it has been narrowed down to four candidates, and one should be chosen within the next month.  Information about Chancellor Sullivan’s funeral, on Wednesday, was given.  Chancellor Brady has planned to create more bed space to accommodate for a 40% increase in students.  Two people need to be sent to ASG.  The opportunity has been opened up to everyone.  It is a big commitment, as it is a trip to other universities once a month.  There are also opportunities for members to join be on the text book advisory committee, and the student library committee.  As many people can join the library committee as would like to.
B.) Jackie Reed:  No report, as there was no school the past week.  A short synopsis was given on what the position of the Attorney General entails, as well as what her responsibilities are.  There was a clarification given in that article 6, section 1 of the constitution, the term “Special Interest” organizations also includes “Professional” organizations.. 
C.) Galen Price: Senate Orientation.  The role as a senator is to form the legislative branch, discuss and formulate policy, and plan with the chancellor for the future.  Committees are where most of the ideas are formed.  Notebooks were put together by President Russo to introduce senators to the senate.  The mission statement was read.  The notebooks will contain copies of the budget once it is approved.  The remaining contents of the notebooks were gone over and explained.  Members were asked to please include a copy of each meeting’s agenda in their notebook.  Members were also asked to always bring their notebook to the meetings and leave their nametags after each meeting. The executive cabinet was introduced.  Entering late or leaving early will count as a half absence and missing a meeting will count as a whole absence, unless there is a personal or family emergency.  Committee absences will be handled by committee chairs.  The committee chairs introduced themselves.  There was a brief overview of all the committees.  Mr. Price yielded to Katie Marshall, press secretary, who gave a powerpoint presentation on the dress code.  “SGA Dos and Don’ts.”  That presentation is attached to these minutes.   Mr. Price yielded to Richard Schilhavy, parliamentarian,who gave a powerpoint on parliamentary procedure.   During the presentation quorum was explained to be half of the membership plus one.  Madison Potter asked how to move to discussion. Richard explained that motions should call for a specific policy or action.  The example was given that a proper motion would not be “I move that the Senate discuss xyz” but rather “I move that the Senate do xyz.”  Mr. Price continued the presentation with an explanation of Senate rules and expectations.  All speakers are expected to stand as they are able and to state their name and position before beginning discussion or making a motion.  Members were asked to stay focused and on topic during discussion, and to not use cell phones within Senate meetings.    The legislative process was briefly explained, all bills and resolutions are sent to the Legislative committee for approval.   President has the right to veto;  vetos can be overruled by the body with a two-thirds vote.   It was noted that a full legislative workshop would be presented at a later meeting by Sonia Haga, Legislative Committee Chair.
A.) 
· 
B.) 
C.) 
· Approval of appointments
A.) The first appointment was for UNC Association of Student Government delegates.  President Russo and Vice President Price are automatic delegates due to their offices, and UNCG has two additional delegates.  Jesse Russo described what being in the ASG entails, and what the other two people going would be responsible for.  Jesse Russo nominated Michael Boglovits, the opened nfor the final delegate seat to Rebecca Church nominated herself, Debranna Cook nominated herself, David Lambert was nominated by____________.  Galen Price asked if there was a motion on how the vote would be conducted.  Chris Smith, senator at large, made a motion to vote by secret ballot.  The motion was seconded.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Senators voted by secret ballot and Jennifer Forwerck collected and tallied the votes.   Debranna Cook won by a plurality of votes cast.
B.) Nominations were made for the textbook advisory committee chair.  The nominees were Rebecca Church, Michael Boglovits, and Chris Smith.  Justin Fisher moved that the senate vote by show of hands.  The motion was seconded.  The motion carried by voice vote.  Michael Boglovits won by show of hands.
· New business
A.) Jesse Russo moved to amend lines 12, 23, 31,….___________ of the budget.  The budget approved by Senate at the May 5 meeting  was over-budgeted by 5,000 dollars due to a misunderstanding about the percentage of activity fee allocated to SGA.  Line 12 will be changed from 75.00 to 0.00.  The room set up fee will be increased by 800.00.  There is a budget cushion of about 200.00.  Organization phone costs decreased after Mr. Price got a better analysis of the cost.  A large office supply order was made with money left over from last years’ budget, so the office supplies section of this years’ budget has been removed.  There is also an emergency fund in this years’ budget.   The motion was seconded, and carried.  The budget was approved by voice vote.
B.) Alex Heffner, Election Committee Chair, presented the election time line and proposed election procedure.  The election timeline was approved by voice vote.  The use of election machines was discussed.   Jeffrey Hux moved that the matter be referred to the elections committee with the authority to act.  The motion was seconded and carried with no discussion.  
D.) 
E.) Megan George, Publicity Committee Chair, presented a request by the Publicity Committee to spend 149.00 plus shipping and handling for a new SGA display board.  Galen Price opened up the floor for discussion on the motion.  Two senators spoke in favor of the motion and one spoke against it.  Justin Fisher moved to close the debate, and vote on the display board funds.  Motion seconded, and carried.  The Senate then voted on the main motion to approve funds, that motion carried.  Mr. Price explained that the funds would be taken from the “Legislative Initiatives” budget line item.
H.) Jessica Holmes, Finance Committee Chair, presented the allocation timeline and discussed how the finance committee gives money in a fair manner.  The motion was seconded and carried without discussion.
· Senator Forum
A.) David Lambert asked where the election booths will be set up, and added that UNCG has a lot of short comings.
B.) Justin Fisher Thanks the election committee on the new idea of the machines, and asked if the EUC was consulted.
C.) Letitia Jones asked if there was a better place to put the voting machines. 
D.) Mr. Price explained that Senators were welcome to speak on any topic they wished, but that points of information about business items would not be entertained by the chair during this portion of the agenda.
· Announcements
A.)  If you volunteer for a UNCG event please wear your polo.
B.) There will be a social at El Carreton after the meeting.
· Adjournment:  8:58 pm.

