
STUDENT GOVERNMENT
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT GREENSBORO
Student Senate
Tuesday November 17, 2009
Claxton Room, EUC
MEETING MINUTES

· Call to order 
7:01

· Roll Call
Quorum exists

· Approval of agenda  
The agenda was approved by general consent.

· Guest Speakers: Kevin Deans and Lilkeisha Smith; UNCG Dining Services.  Mr. Deans explained that their focus is quality and selection with a more chef driven program.  Dining services has a new executive chef, and pastry chef.  Another focus is: Meals with ease, or, get in quickly.  They are also focusing on sustainability initiatives - Example: bio-fuels from food, compost, cage free eggs, etc.  This week is international week in the Spartan restaurant.  Dining services is partnering with Greensboro Urban Ministries by doing a food drive; when you donate non-perishables, you will get discounts on food.  Papa John’s will be replacing Pizza Hut soon.  There were many changes and additions to dining this year that were explained.  Dining services does surveys often with the students because they want our feedback.   There is an in-house nutritionist who will be at a health fair tomorrow; she is here full time for the students as well.   Please post comments on the dining website.  There is a catering page available to students for events.  A design for a new dining center is being worked on currently.  The construction be done in 5 or 6 phases, and will take about 2 years.   Questions:  Jessica Holmes – Is it possible to have a PDF file for your catering?  Ms. Smith – It is at the very bottom of the catering page.  Galen Price – I did not see things like Pizza, would it be possible to have a complete list?  Ms. Smith – Give Penny a call; we are willing to try to get the things that you want if it is not on the list.  Lauren Foster – There are not many meatless options.  Ms. Smith – the Italian and Asian stations offer  tofu, etc for meatless options.  We also have a section for vegetarian options.   Temilola Ajibulu – Will there be a late night breakfast this year?  Ms. Smith -  that will be in December during exams.  Danika Washington – All the wraps are deli meat, do you have chicken for the wraps?  Mr. Deans – there is chicken at the wrap station every day.  Danika Washington –“Out Takes” closes early, and “Out of Here” used to stay open later, why is it closing early?  Kevin – it is open the whole day from 11am to 8pm as a meal opportunity for students.  We will consider your request if you want it to stay open later.  Debranna Cook – what about the prices in the EUC?  They keep rising Ms. Deans – our prices have to be competitive.  Galen Price – Is there a way for commuters to take advantage of tax free meals for less than $700?  Keisha – we have a flex 325 option for commuters.
· Reading of the minutes
David Lambert moved to continue to student forum, seconded, motion passed.

Return to reading of the minutes: David Lambert – moved to include that concern was expressed about the allocations packet of PAC and skydiving’s budget, seconded, no discussion. The motion passed by general consent.  The minutes adopted as amended.

· Student forum
None present

· Reports
A.) Jesse Russo – Time yielded to a guest speaker – Idan Koren – Duke graduate and spokesperson for “CourseRank”.  Mr. Koren discussed how to best select courses, and how CourseRank can help you do that.  It is a search engine similar to Google.  You type in the course, and choose the  semester, etc.  It will give you ratings and grades for each course you search for.  It also has a schedule/planner feature, and a books feature.  They are marketing at many universities across the state currently.  In the future, they will have a way to monetize the sight, but students and faculty will never have to pay to use the sight.  They have profanity filters for the reviews, as well as reputation filters.  Questions:  James Findley – Nonprofit or for profit?  Mr. Koren – It is a for-profit organization, but we will try not to put any expenses on the students.  Checka Linewall – Will the student rate themselves? (hard worker vs. slacker, etc)   Mr. Koren – every review has the grade that the person received, and there is a system to check the grades.  There are also grade distributions given for each professor/course.  Danika Washington – are you rating the professor or the content?  Mr. Koren – you are rating the course.  Just rating professors can end up in professor bashing.
B.) Galen Price –Please ask questions concerning bills when the bill author is standing up/presenting the bill to the senate, because questions interrupt the flow of debate.  Per Robert’s Rules of Order, a motion to reconsider a bill after new business has ended requires a 2/3 vote.  Officer reports will be done during the December 1st meeting. 
C.) Jackie Reed – November 10 – November 16 numbers:
i. Attempted or actual damage to property: 5
ii. Conduct which is disorderly: 5
iii. Violation of fire codes: 6
iv. Drug violation: 2
v. Alcohol violation: 6
vi. Violation of federal or state laws, or local ordinances, which affect the interests of the university community: 2
vii. Advocacies (YTD): 537
viii. AI (YTD): 21
Temilola Ajibulu– what are advocacies?  Miss Reed: When a student needs help during a hard time.  Galen Price – The Dean of students is willing to extend deadlines for exams and assignments when students have extenuating circumstances, etc.

D.) Jessica Holmes – Finance committee chair – Miss Holmes displayed the spring 2010 allocation timeline for special allocations.  Danika Washington – the organizations will know these dates in advance?  Miss Holmes – yes.  Letitia  Jones – could the packet date be moved back to Friday?  Miss Holmes – The person who collects the packets would not like to do it on a Friday, and the sooner we get them in, the better.  Kristine Edwards – What goes on at the meetings? What about people who did not receive funding during the last special allocation?  Miss Holmes – at the meetings, we go through the packet line by line, and go through the process and dates.  We allocate what we can and then we fix what we can fix, there is no precedence for anyone who did not receive funding during fall special allocations.  Megan George – could you give senate a debriefing to inform everyone of what is going on?  Miss Holmes – we could do that, but any of the senators can attend any of the meetings finance will hold with all the organizations.
E.) Sonia Haga – By-law revision committee – The revisions are done, and have been sent to the legislative committee for review.  Technical things are being worked on right now.  Galen Price – how many hours did it take?  Sonia Haga – 24 hours.
F.) Stephen Pritchard – teaching excellence award committee -  There are four nominations which will be voted on tonight.
· New business 
Teaching excellence award – Galen Price stated that each senator will receive a ballot, and they will write down a nominee of choice. The top two nominees will then be voted on by show voting card.  Senators are allowed to speak twice to their nomination choice.  Andrea Schronce moved to open nominations for teaching excellence awards, seconded, discussion:  Latisha Jackson – spoke in favor of Dr. Lisa Levenstein, saying,  she loves what she does, she has written several books, and is knowledgeable about her field.  She is always available to students for any reason.  James Findley – Spoke in favor of Dr. Levenstein as well, saying, she is very involved in the community as well as in the classroom.  With no further discussion, the nominees were voted on by secret ballot.  The two top nominees were announced: Dr. Crowther, and Dr. Levenstein.  Discussion:  David Lambert spoke in favor of Dr. Crowther, saying,  he is knowledgeable and relates to students well.  He pays extra attention to student’s learning needs, and gives students that extra help and guidance they need.  He is in his office all day.  Shoaib Siddiqui – spoke in favor of Dr. Crowther, saying, he is his advisor, and is always willing to help.  Sonia Haga – spoke on behalf of Dr. Crowther, saying, he is amazing and he knows the academic content in and out.  With no further discussion, Mr. Price proceeded to a vote.  Dr. Crowther won 19 – 17 by sow of voting cards.  He will be invited to the December 1st meeting to receive his award.

Jessica Holmes moved to adopt the 2010 spring special budget, seconded, discussion:  Miss Holmes would prefer to leave the “budget to senate dates” with an “or”, with no further discussion, the motion carried by general consent.  

· Senator forum
Letitia Jones – She stated: I love all the senators, and I say certain things in meetings because I am passionate.  Everyone is invited to a pre-Thanksgiving dinner on Tuesday, at 7:30pm, at her house.

Jesse Russo – She has basketball tickets.  Please let Galen Price or Jesse Russo know if you are graduating so they can order your cords.  

Debranna Cook – SGA rolls out was today and will be going on tomorrow as well.  Let her know if you would like to help, thanks to all who have already participated.

David Lambert – Eva Atwater will be speaking about civil rights, as a civil rights activist herself, in Curry Auditorium on Sunday at 8pm.  Mr. Lambert spoke with the director of parking, please see him with comments, concerns, or suggestions.

Stephen Barkley – The College of republicans will be hosting Doug Giles at 8pm in Kirkland on November 18.

Katie Marshall – An SGA table will be started in the EUC hallway on Dec 7th.  There will be SGA reps there asking students questions about what they would like to see SGA do.  She needs volunteers to help.  Let her know if you are interested.

· Announcements:
1.) No meeting next week.  Final meeting of the semester – Dec 1st. 
2.) Any senator who is unable to continue in SGA next semester needs to notify the VP in writing by 12/15/09.
3.) SGA Rolls Out still has a few slots available for tomorrow.  See Debranna Cook to sign up.
4.) End of semester Officer Reports will be scheduled for the Dec 1st meeting, in lieu of November reports.
· Adjournment to committees
 8:30pm


