
STUDENT GOVERNMENT
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT GREENSBORO
Student Senate
Tuesday October 27, 2009
Claxton, EUC
MEETING MINUTES
· Call to order  
7:04
· Roll Call  
Quorum exists.
· Approval of Agenda
With no discussion or objections to the agenda, the agenda was adopted.
· Reading of the Minutes (Minutes from October 20, 2009 meeting)
Mr. Price asked if there were any objections or corrections to the minutes.  Sonia Haga stated that “of there were any adjustments” should be changed to “if there were”.  The minutes were adopted as corrected.
· Student Forum
Blane Stanaland: Gave a presentation for organization that has did not qualify for funding in the fall 2009 special budget.  He came to SGA to show the importance of their organization (international students association), and brought with him:  Samantha Nights, Danielle Plesser, Victoria Toth.  He stated that ISA was determined to be ineligible for funding by a “technicality.”  He gave some information on ISA including: it is a large and expansive organization that represents the students that are studying abroad and students here from other countries.  This organization helps foreign students integrate in to the university community.  They also have several educational events such as Friday Fest where exchange students talk about their perspective cultures and countries.  Victoria Toth spoke about her personal story in ISA as a student from Hungary.  She thinks ISA is important because it serves as a good platform for communication between cultures.  James Findley asked: What is the technicality that held funding?  Blaine responded:  The packet for SGA funding was turned in 2 minutes past deadline because the place where packets were supposed to be dropped off could not be found.  He asked that SGA members please come to ISA’s next Friday Fest on Nov 6, with Japan and Taiwan.  Letitia Jones asked: Was the drop off place made aware?  Blaine responded: Our budget person attended a meeting and I do not know what was discussed there.  
· Reports
A. President Jesse Russo – Everyone should have gotten an e-mail from her about instructions on general administration of tuition and fees.  The forum has been rescheduled.  It will be in Maple room from 10 – 1 on Monday, November 9.  On Saturday December 5th Branches of Love will be held.  You have to submit an application by November 10th.  Please e-mail her if you are interested.  RHA is having a Halloween party on Thursday form 8 – 11 pm. Prizes will be given out at 9.  Pressing Issues is going on right now in different halls.  Miss Russo has gotten responses from Green Fee.  She thanked everyone for helping with Congo week!   President Russo apologized for several people not having polos because of issues with the remaining sizes.  Email her by next Friday with the size you want and whether you want a men’s or women’s cut. Miss Russo, (along with other SGA members), wants to take on a project in women’s and gender studies.  She believes that there needs to be a minor for LGBT, if you’re interested in helping to create a new minor let her know.   The student fees committee will meet on Friday for last time; let Miss Russo know if there is anything you want brought to the committee.
B. Vice President Galen Price:  Mr. Price announced three resignations – Kendall Tetsworth, Katrin Diel, and Julie Tesh, (who all expressed concerns about attendance and time requirements); Mr. Price explained that these requirements are to ensure that we have enough members for SGA to function.  If anyone is not receiving weekly emails with the agenda, etc please let Mr. Price know.  There will be a March 2010 ASG outreach program, where ASG will collect information on all the service projects going on across the state.  ASG will need a rep for this, please let Mr. Price know if you are interested.  If you are interested in participating in a workshop to help kids learn how to write legislation, etc please let Mr. Price know. (This is a workshop that is going on with the YMCA).
C. Attorney General Jackie Reed
i. Damage to property: 2
ii. Threatening or causing physical harm: 1
iii. Fire code violations: 9
iv. Drugs: 3
v. Weapons: 1
vi. Alcohol: 15
vii. Academic integrity: 5 to date
Please turn in your dean of students applications.  The Attorney general selection process will be made more open to everyone.  If you are interested in Miss Reed’s position come to the  meetings to get to know everyone.  Miss Reed asked that you please support her in being able to vote during the by-law revisions.
D. Chief of Staff Whitney MacLeod:  Pressing issues with the presidents is going on now – please participate if you live in or near the dorms where it is going on.  Miss MacLeod thanked everyone for their participation in Congo week. The next project will be a blood drive with The Red Cross.  Please volunteer some of your time on Nov 9 to help with the drive, donate, campaign, etc.  HOSA will be working on the blood drive as well.    Ed Clegg asked – Could you put together a list of things that disqualify people from donating? Miss MacLeod responded - Yes, it is also on the Red Cross website.
E. Secretary of Academic Affairs Stephen Pritchard:  Teaching excellence award was presented to the Legislative committee.  Mr. Pritchard is also on the campus recreation advisory committee, as well as the academic policies and regulations committee, (for which he formed a full committee and is now looking for a meeting time that everyone can attend).  Please bring any academic concerns to him and they will be presented to committee.
F. Secretary of Business Affairs Michael Tuso: Green Fee - Mr. Tuso has been inquiring about better ways to recycle paper in the library.  Congo week was a big success, with a good discussion about “Lumo”.  Mr. Tuso mentioned that future Fall Fest King and Queens will be required to do service projects.  Mr. Tuso is also looking forward to establishing a good working relationship with dining services. 
G. Secretary of Student Affairs Brandin Howard:  RHA has asked SGA to do a presentation about SGA at their exec meeting, if you would like to volunteer let him know.  Mr. Howard had a student affairs meeting and it was successful.  He then showed a flyer that was created for advertisement purposes for “Pressing Issues with your Presidents”.
H. Press Secretary Katie Marshall:  Miss Marshall explained that her job is to get the word out via the Carolinian, etc.  She thanked Edward Clegg for announcing the tab fundraiser.  However, she would also like to establish a fund where the whole school could donate tabs for many sick children as opposed to just one.  Please let her know if you need anything advertised.  She reminded everyone that Blue and Gold day is coming up.
I. Webmaster Greg Byrne:  Mr. Byrne announced that the new logo is now on the website.  Mr. Byrne helped with the table in the EUC for Congo week, and went to the leadership academy meeting for SGA.  As a side note, he let everyone know that there were 1600 website hits during the elections, indicating an increased amount of people using the website.
J. Current Concerns Committee Chair pro-tempore Corrin Crowley:  Miss Crowley discussed the SGA Rolls Out program.  Some of the main concerns they got from students were more vegetarian options in cafeteria, and a more all natural food selection, as well as, longer hours of operation and more food on the weekends. We are currently working on: Park & Ride will be having more buses go around at more times, and will also be adding stops at the music and science buildings.  They will be using the Carolinian to get the word out to students about how to express their concerns.  SGA rolls out will take place every first and third Tuesday of each month.  (Students will also be recruited to attend SGA meetings to express their concerns on these days).
K. Elections Committee Chair Alex Heffner:  Miss Heffner’s is finalizing the  spring election timeline, and they are currently talking about ways to improve the elections, including reserving rooms for debates and candidate meetings, as well as asking permission to use machines.
L. Finance Committee Chair Jessica Holmes – Miss Holmes presented a list of reasons they have for denying funds. The budget was also presented, which they are deliberating right now.  Temilola Adjibulu asked – Did you hear about the presentation earlier from ISA?  Miss Holmes responded – We have a 5 o’clock deadline, with no exceptions, in CAP office, and their packet was sent to the wrong office.  The committee decided they could not bend the rules for those who did not follow them.  James Findley asked – How late was packet?  Miss Holmes responded – 4 minutes; deadlines are set for a reason.  Lauren Foster asked – Can they fill out packet again for next semester’s special budget?  Miss Holmes responded – Yes.  Katie Marshall asked – Was their online portion in on time?  Miss Holmes responded – Yes, but it is all considered one application package.  Danika Washington asked – Will our budget allow for an override?  Galen Price responded – If the senate votes to give monies to that organization, it needs to be removed from another place in the budget.  Justin Fisher commented – He commended Jessica and the committee for doing what they do.  He mentioned that he doesn’t think it would be fair to put them in a position to overturn this decision.  Jackie Reed asked – Do you have a date on when spring special allocations will be?  Miss Holmes responded – The date is TBA at this point; estimation: starts within 4 weeks of the spring semester.  
M. Legislative Committee Chair Sonia Haga:  Mrs. Haga stated that her committee has reviewed five bills since the last report.  (SB 87 02, 04, 05  SR 03 and 06).  She then discussed current committee projects and tasks.  They have covered 33% of the by-laws in their first session of the by-law revision.  She stated that the committee had established a deadline of Friday, October 30 at 5pm for bylaw recommendations from committees and individual Senators.
N. Publicity Committee Chair Megan George: The publicity committee is continuing to strengthen their communication within the senate.  Miss George stated that the dates of the unveiling of the new SGA logo are being worked on and that she will be inviting media outlets to the unveiling. Her committee has thought of different ways to publicize for SGA such as flyers and display boards.  Park and ride ads have also been discussed for advertisement.  SGA T-shirt designs are being discussed within the committee.  E-mail Miss George about t-shirt designs you would like to see.  A twitter account for SGA has been created.  Miss George then showed a list of projects the publicity committee has going on right now.
· New Business
Motion regarding Bylaw Committee membership – Sonia Haga moved to temporarily suspend a portion of the by-laws to grant voting powers to the attorney general and the executive cabinet member.  Miss Haga explained why this is necessary for the by-law revision committee, and that their input is very important.  The Floor was then opened to discussion.  Micah Beasley stated – He was opposed to the bill, stating: it is a breach of the checks and balances system that SGA has had for years.  Long term, it is a very bad idea, because these members are not elected by the student body and will be allowed to speak to the students.  He then stated that if you respect our rights, you will reject this proposal.  Michael Boglovits – Mr. Boglovits is in favor because he believes in goodwill towards all branches of SGA.  James Findley stated that all members on the committee have to approve the bylaws, so there is a check in that sense.  Katie Marshall stated that regardless of our position, we are all one team, and that if you don’t let us vote, we shouldn’t be in the committee at all.  Ed Clegg – Opinion matters even if you can’t vote.  Andrea Schronce moved the previous question, seconded, approved by show of voting cards.  The motion to implement the bill failed by show of voting cards.
SB 87 05 – Michael Boglovits presented – Mr. Boglovits explained the bill, and how it eliminates statutes that were designed to be punitive in nature and are not necessary.  The floor was opened to discussion.  Corrine Crowley asked – What’s the point?  Mr. Boglovits responded – It gives unnecessary tasks to the president and Vice President, and hinders their ability to do more important things in their job descriptions.  He then explained why certain things were being removed.  Danika Washington asked – Why are you removing the section about the workshops?  Mr. Boglovits responded - They will continue to do certain workshops.  David Lambert – POI – Mr. Lambert stated that he had heard concerns that by taking things out, that it’s implying that these things are no longer required.   Mike Tuso addressed that concern - It isn’t widely abided by anyway.  A lot of these requirements are punitive in nature, and are from the “dark era” of SGA politics.  Michael Boglovits moved to adopt this bill, seconded.  Discussion:   Andrea Schronce noted that this was designed to be punitive, and it is impossible to do 24 hours of programming, etc.  The problem is that they have to attend all 3 workshops between beginning of semester and fall break.  Dr. Checka Leinwall stated that this has never been enforced, and so it hasn’t functioned anyway.  She would also like to encourage SGA members to think about the consequences when they are considering voting these things down.  Jeffrey Hux moved the previous question, seconded, carried by show of voting cards.  SB 87 05 was adopted by show of voting cards.  
· Other New Business
Jeremy Beane moved that we send a letter of apology to former president Daphne Villanueva.  He thinks it would be important to let her know we’re sorry and he will draft the letter himself.  The motion carried by voice vote without discussion.
Jonathan Lyda moved to have a minor in sexuality studies, seconded.  He stated: Chancellor Brady is excited about the idea and there are professors who want to help out.  It would be a great program, and he will need as much help as possible.  The motion carried by voice vote.
Edward Clegg moved that SGA support the American Red Cross blood drive on Nov 9, seconded.  There was no discussion, the motion carried.
Temilola Ajibulu moved to direct the finance committee to reassess ISA’s request for funds, seconded, the floor was opened to discussion.  Mr. Price noted that he had invited the Finance Committee Chair back to the main Senate meeting, so that she could answer any questions about the Finance Committee decision.  During the discussion, seven members of the Finance Committee (who had been meeting separately to deliberate the Allocation Budget) joined the main Senate meeting.  Whitney MacLeod stated –I think we need to see that we’re working for students, and make decisions on a case by case basis.  Sonia Haga stated that as a president of an organization, if this is overturned the committee will have to overturn and re-do everything.  It will punish all the other organizations that did things correctly.  Corrin Crowley – moved previous question, seconded, motion failed by voice vote.  Discussion was continued.  Letitia Jones stated – We will be punishing international students if we decide not to fund this organization.  Jessica Holmes stated – don’t do it, because of the reasons given earlier in the meeting.  Micah Beasley stated – Please support this motion because of our image in the international view of things.  Jeffrey Hux stated– We should look at this blindly, not as an issue solely about ISA because that would be biased.  Juan Vazquez asked – Could ISA get the same amount that they are requesting in spring allocation?  Galen Price responded – they will be able to request that when the time comes.  David Lambert stated – When any organization does not receive funding it hurts the entire SGA community.  He encouraged SGA to have a better way of getting across the deadline and drop-off location of funding application packets in the future. However, it is important to stick to time restrictions.  Jeffrey Hux moved the previous question, seconded, motion carries.   The motion failed 12 – 23 by show of name cards.
Megan George moved to formerly sponsor a team in the student alum’s “Branches of Love” charity event, seconded.  Miss George explained what the event entails.  A team consists of four people.  The entry fee is a canned good or an old winter garment.  The motion carried by voice vote without further discussion.
James Findley moved to suspend the bylaws regarding ex officio membership for members of the Bylaw Committee, with an expiration date of December 2.  Mr. Price rules the motion out of order, stating that the issue had already been decided in a previous motion.
· Senator Forum - (formerly known as Special Orders)
Jeremy Beane stated that he did not feel that it was proper to invite the Finance Committee in just for a vote on one motion, and asked that it be noted in the minutes.  Mr. Beane stated he thought it was particularly inappropriate that they again left the room immediately following the vote.
Ed Clegg is interested in starting legislation in the hierarchy of SGA excused absences.  He also stated that Lambda Chi Alpha is holding a North American food drive; please donate canned foods if you can.
David Lambert yielded time to Mandesia Hairston – She came on behalf of the School of Nursing’s multicultural fraternity.  There was a mishap, in which she turned in the funding packet and electronic copy on time, but then missed the finance committee meeting, because she wrote down the wrong date.  She then sent an email to Jessica Holmes, and Miss Holmes said that her meeting was at a different time.  She asked that Jessica contact her by phone, but instead she e-mailed her and so the concern was not handled as quickly as it should have been.  Mr. Price apologized to Ms. Hairston for not recognizing her during Student Forum.  He stated that he was not aware that she wished to speak during that time, and that he appreciated her patience in waiting until the end of the meeting.
· Announcements
Reminder – Every Senator and Committee Chair is encouraged to e-mail Sonia Haga by Friday at 5pm with any suggestions or proposals for the Bylaw Committee.
· Adjournment  
 9:23

