
STUDENT GOVERNMENT
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT GREENSBORO
Student Senate
Tuesday March 30, 2010 7:00pm
Cone Ballroom A, EUC
MEETING MINUTES
· Call to order  
7:05 pm
· Roll Call  
Quorum exists
· Approval of Agenda  
Small changes were addressed, approved as amended
· Approval of the Minutes:  minutes of the March  23, 2010 meeting.  
Sonia Haga – Addition:  for guest presentation – He made the statement that if his brothers got out of pocket that, they would not be allowed to wear paraphernalia, and that there would be shirtless men if he had to tackle them to take their shirts off.  Megan George spoke against it, because of the wording.  Sonia Haga – that is exactly what he said.  Christine Edwards – what is the relevance?  Debranna Cook – spoke against it, because the statement is not clear.  Danika Washington – if it’s what he said, it’s what he meant.  Corrin Crowley – asked that the minutes be displayed.  Galen Price – the minutes should be a complete and accurate record, but are not a transcript.  Jeff Hux – moved the previous question, seconded, motion passed.  The main motion failed.  The minutes were approved as distributed.
· Student Forum
Debranna Cook moved to restrict time to 10 minutes per speaker, motion seconded, and passed.  
Joe Pratico – gave a powerpoint presentation about importance of carpooling to aid in parking, and to support the environment.  Mass transit options were discussed.  He is here to raise awareness about a campus commute challenge – a 3k run, and pledge were discussed.  Free bags and bus passes were given to those who signed the pledges.  
Stevan Dozier – he is running for SGA Greek senator.  He is from  Raleigh, and he is a senior and is the president of the National Panhellenic Council.  He could well-represent the Greek community here at UNCG.  Corrin Crowley – What is the number one concern for your possible constituents?  Stevan Dozier – Our involvement in the future of UNCG, this is an opportunity for our voice to be heard.  Megan George – What would you do to keep the quad sidewalks a tradition?  Stevan Dozier – He would do his best to see that there is something here on campus dedicated to the Greeks in the future.  Corrin Crowley – What do you feel that you could do in SGA?  Stevan Dozier – I feel like I could be on the concerns committee.
· Reports
A. President Jesse Russo – Please submit qualifications for the new president of the UNC system.  She had a transition meeting with Katie Marshall.  Please apply for the scholarships that were emailed out.  She hasn’t received any e-mails about the banquet, so she held Wed Aril 28th as the date for the banquet.  She announced the names of the people getting honor chords.  Her and Galen did not attend ASG, because ASG did not follow the proper protocol for legislation.  The proposal for a pharmacy school is up for approval now.  Skip Capone and Charlene O’Neal will both be retiring.  Parking regulations came by to mention some new rules and regulations.  She has information regarding stats of professors, let her know if you are interested in looking at them.  She asked if there were at least five people interested in serving on the teaching excellence award, there will be a meeting next Monday at 5:30 pm to discuss the nominations.  Megan George – What is the progress on your blog?  Jesse Russo – it is set up, a blog will be up this week.  Letitia Jones – The ASG meetings are important, why did you skip just because of this problem?  Galen Price – The meeting was for legislation that has still not been distributed.  Jesse Russo – This problem has happened before.  There was supposed to be advocacy core training, and no information was sent out about it.  Corrin Crowley – Is there anything that can be done to resolve this?  Jesse Russo – I can’t speak for the next administration, but our concerns have been voiced, even though they’ve been overlooked.  Galen Price – to change UNCGs involvement would require changes in the constitution.
B. Vice President Galen Price – he will be fulfilling the VP elect duties until a new VP arrives.  A schedule for the rest of the year was displayed, as well as a description of the parliamentarian position.  He gave Jody hammer’s report, which is that she will have a report when she receives update.  Sonia Haga asked for clarification.
C. Attorney General Jackie Reed – Absent, report given by Jesse Russo
D. Secretary of Academic Affairs Stephen Pritchard -  Nominations for teaching excellence awards will open soon, there will be a blood drive on April 20th please donate.  Relay for life is on April 16th.  The next meeting of the provost advisory committee will be next month.
E. Secretary of Business Affairs Crystal Cornine – A powerpoint presentation was given concerning the bookstore.  Books that professors will be using again will be bought back for 50%.  The original price of all books is decided by the publisher.  The rent money paid to UNCG by the bookstore for rent goes toward scholarships.  Some other models for purchasing books were discussed.  Digital books will be offered online.  You cannot return many books back until the professor puts their order in. There is a new way to purchase books called the bookstore bucks.  Green Fee was discussed – Mike Tuso passed on four members to work on Green Fee, but they were never contacted, so the committee has not been created.  Students want solar panels and other green energy options the most.  Jesse Russo – the bookstore bucks money option is still being tweaked.  David Lambert – will there be something given to teachers to show how to fill out the forms for 50% buybacks?  Crystal Cornine – if they don’t know how, they will be registered by the bookstore.  Jeff Hux – Is the legislation dead since the March deadline for a fee was not met?  Galen Price – the legislation would have to be looked at first, but it should still stand.  Megan George – would textbooks be tax free with flex?  Jesse Russo – still being worked on.  Letitia Jones – How will this work out if flex doesn’t roll over?  Crystal Cornine – the books will be ordered online before they will be picked up and a total will be given.
F. Secretary of Student Affairs Brandin Howard – Absent.  
G. Press Secretary Jordan VanNattan – He discussed some goals – to have a strong relationship with campus media outlets; to improve the legitimacy of our organization.  There was an article about the elections in the Carolinian.  There is discussion of a bi-monthly press release about SGA in the Carolinian.  Anyone can write a letter to the editor to connect with their constituents. There was an ad for ‘food for concerns’ in the paper as well.  He wants to put an audio ad on WAG, and he will be contacting them soon. JLVANNAT@uncg.edu
H. Webmaster Greg Byrne – Minutes and elections information were put up.  The hits for the website from the past month were displayed.  The voting numbers for the online election were discussed. He could start putting legislation online.  Temilola Ajibulu – what is a unique visitor?  Greg Byrne – a new visitor, or someone who comes back to the website after a while.
I. Chair of the ad hoc Committee on SB 87 11 James Findley – A powerpoint presentation was given concerning the legislation and the plans for a historian position.  Megan George moved to extend the time by five minutes, seconded.  Galen Price – does this mean that your committee is recommending the bill unfavorably?  James – yes.  David Lambert – Could these things not be accomplished without purchasing the software?  How much legislation does NC State pass in a year?  James – there is no guarantee that the following webmasters will be able to do all of this on their own.  Megan George – this will be the webmasters responsibility?  James Findley – the legislation will have to be crafted, and positions will need to be changed/amended.  Danika Washington – would we be starting from the present?  James Findley – that will be up to the administration.
J. Current Concerns Committee Chair Debranna Cook – Food for your concerns is going well.  She showed one of the flyers for food for concerns.  She had a meeting with the press secretary, and a facebook page was made for food for your concerns.  The menu for the event was announced.  SGA Rolls Out went well last week.  If you’re available to pass out flyers tonight, let her know.  
K. Elections Committee Chair Alex Heffner – The Greek election is going well.  A timeline for a potential special election was displayed.  She recommended the senate to nominate a pro tempore at the last meeting that would serve until the fall special elections.  Andrea Schronce – would the election be open to  any other candidates?  Alex Heffner – yes.  David Lambert – Could the by-laws be suspended to have a special election that wouldn’t end on the last day?  Alex Heffner – yes.  
L. Finance Committee Chair Scott Vang – today was the turn in date for the Fall 2010 OAO packets.  Hearings will begin tomorrow.  The budget will be presented by April 20th.   James Findley – Can you outline what you’ve done to reach the students.  Scott Vang – special emails were sent out concerning OAO packets and locations for OAO meetings to the student organization  heads and advisors.  Also, flyers were posted.  
M. Legislative Committee Chair Sonia Haga – A document was presented concerning the committees current work, and the legislation that has been reviewed since the last report was also presented.  The literacy committee was discussed.    
N. Publicity Committee Chair Megan George – A powerpoint presentation was given regarding the committees progress and current projects.  Pictures of some flyers were displayed.  
O. Treasurer Jody Hammer - Absent
 
New Business
A. SB 87 24 Green Fee Planning Committee Recall – Jeff Hux – The students have voiced their concerns and comments about the green fee.  He cannot stand behind charging students even more money, and he is doing all he can to recall the bill.  Jesse Russo – do the authors know that the fees set in September do not go to students until next year?  Jeff Hux – the students have voiced they don’t want it.  Corrin Crowley – how many people came to you?  Jeff Hux – About 10.  Katie Marshall – why are we talking about this now?  Jeff Hux – wanted to wait until every attempt had been made, and now Mike Tuso has pulled his support.  David Lambert – is this stopping any future surveys from coming out?  Jeff Hux – it is not.  Jesse Russo – are there currently members to be retracted?  Jeff Hux – no, because they were never contacted.  Jeff Hux moved adoption, seconded.  Discussion – no discussion.  The bill carried by voice vote.
B. Elections Committee Motion – Stephen Barkley moved that the senate adopt the proposal recommended by the elections committee, seconded.  James Findley – is Jackie Reed’s interpretation challengeable?  Galen Price – the decision can be appealed before tomorrow night.  Heather Sit – Is there a 10 day appeal process?  Galen Price – any decisions regarding elections only have 72 hours to be appealed.  Scott Vang – what happens if the VP elected in Fall has discrepancies with committee chairs?  Galen Price – The new VP may at any time replace a member of the legislative board.  Jeff Hux – The pro tempore would be elected by the 88th session?  Galen Price – yes.  Discussion – David Lambert – spoke in opposition of the elections committee’s recommendation.  It is important to settle this quickly, and it would be hard to play catch up next year.  Jeff Hux spoke in favor of the motion.  The student voice needs to be heard, and we should wait until the Fall.  Sonia Haga – If this is passed, would Michael Boglovits be eligible to run?  Galen Price – that depends on grades, conduct, and course hours.  James Findley – spoke against the motion, because senate needs someone who can come in and run a meeting from day one.  Alex Heffner – is against suspending the bylaws.  A snap election is unfair to the people who would be running for the position.  The elections committee is good at what they do.  Andrea Schronce – the proposal will result in messy appointments, and she is against suspending the bylaws.  It is important to have an election, even if it is online because students could vote, not just SGA members.  Jeff Hux – we have to plan for the worst.  It is in the best interest of the senate to have someone.  We need to seek the legitimacy of the students in the Fall. Micah Beasley – How do the new people coming into this body have the backing to choose a chair pro tempore?  He spoke against the motion, and suggested suspending the bylaws to get the election done this semester.  David Lambert – proposed suspending the bylaws.  This would increase the voice of the students in this situation.  Stephen Barkley yielded his time to Jeff Hux.  Jeff Hux – We are able to handle these changes.  People don’t know what’s going on inside the senate.  David Lambert moved previous question, seconded, passed.  The main elections committee motion failed 5 – 18.
C. David Lambert moved to have a special election to fill the vacancy of the VP position on April 20th and 21st.  A single vice president debate shall occur on April 13 during the Student Government Association meeting.  Should a run-off be required, the run-off date will be set for April 27th.  Nomination period begins March 30th and continues until April 5th.  Candidate meetings will be April 6th and 7th and packets will be due April 9th.   Suspend 500.1 (A)(1)(2) and 500.1(B) and alter 500.2(1) to waive the presidential debates and 2 weeks notice clauses.  David Lambert  - We can get this done, and this is workable.  James Findley – is there a chance this election could be ruled unconstitutional due to the short period of time to announce nominations?  Galen Price – It is possible that the email could not be sent out to the students until the 6th of April.  Checka Leinwall – we could send something out to all student organizations.  Jeff Hux – This is a huge time issue, and could keep people from running.  We can’t have this go into exams.    James Findley moved to extend nominations period to the 6th of April and push candidate meetings back by one day.  Katie Marshall  - can someone besides the elections committee chair run the meeting?  Alex Heffner – yes, but I would really rather be there.  Jeff Hux – what would we do about the appeals process?  Galen Price – That is a hypothetical that would have to be addressed at that time.  Sonia Haga moved the previous question, seconded.  Amendment passed.  Discussion continued on main motion.  David Lambert moved previous question, seconded.  The main motion with amended dates carried 20-0.
D.  Other New Business
Corrin Crowley moved to use 1,000.00 from legislative initiative funds towards the food for your concerns deli.  Galen Price – There is currently 6,000.00 available, and 1,000.00 will feed 90 more students.  The current legislative initiatives budget is over $2,500.  The motion carried by voice vote.
Senator Forum
Alex Heffner – She embraces the timeline, the committee can do it.  She will need help publicizing the election.  Make nominations at nominations@uncg.sga.org.
James Findley – Scott Vang has done a great job with the finance committee.
Jeff Hux – Will be running for VP, please support him.
Megan George – thanked Micah Beasley for making the invitation.  
Scott Vang – Sanaa wanted to remind everyone about servicenc.org.
Galen Price – the senate voted, and now owns this election decision.
Corrin Crowley – Any creative thoughts for Relay for Life?  Please get involved.
Announcements
E. Greek Senator election closes tomorrow night at 11:59 pm – please make sure to vote at www.uncgsga.org
F. There are several scholarships and awards currently accepting nominations/applications through Campus Activities and Programs.  More information at www.uncg.edu/cap/
G. Food for your Concerns next Monday – 11 am to 2 pm, all Senators are asked to attend (in SGA polo or t-shirt) for at least part of the time. 
Adjournment – 10:00 pm

