
Student Government Association 
The University of North Carolina at Greensboro
89th Session of the Student Senate
Tuesday, September 13th 2011, 7:00 p.m. 
Maple Room, Elliot University Center
-This meeting was called to order by Chairman Pro Tempore Samuel Browning at 7:04 p.m. 

-Roll call

-Quorum exists 

-Vice Presidential Debate

-Cherry Callahan, guest moderator: “Student government and politics at its best”

-The candidates will have 3-5 minutes to answer each question, a rebuttal will follow  

-Introduction of candidates:

-John Johnston:  In 2007 he was accepted to UNCG, his opportunity began which allowed him to grow into a Spartan, he sees the support for new Spartans, and he sees success and failure all over campus

-Apart of Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity, was an intern for US senators, a camp counselor, serving as a representative to learn Roberts’ rules of Order

-Wants to speak about Senator Retention, why are we losing Senators, and why we are having elections in the school year

-Wants to speak about allocations, needs to be available to every student

-Wants to speak about SGA involvement on campus, where are we at when there are campus events?

-He asks for people to believe, believe in him and yourself, to change the university, and to leave the community, school and society better than it is now

-Juan Vasquez: He wants to be your student body Vice President, having pride in the University Spartan family, and is in love with the University

-As a sophomore, he realized this is his home; he wants to make University changes to make this University wonderful

-His goals: 

-To develop Senate in an inclusive body, to feel more comfortable within a group 

-Spoke about Allocations, student organization gets money through allocations for funding, this process works but the Senators needs to be involved in this process, to get everyone involved 

-To increase student involvement and school spirit, to set the example to attend school events, this change starts with us, to lead us in a positive direction 

-Cherry Callahan’s questions: a maximum of a 2 minute answer

1.  What will you first priority be if you are elected Student Body Vice-President?

-John Johnston: will directly match with his goals if elected, to incorporate Roberts rules, to know what to do to get everyone involved, move on to healthy legislation to benefit the university, to feel like sga has given back 

-Juan Vasquez: First is to have an inclusive senate, to include senators to make sga better, agrees with john but Roberts rules only work if the body is inclusive, to have meetings with every senator for changes and concerns that they have

-Rebuttal: consisting of 1 minute maximum 

-John Johnston: Conferences with Senators will benefit with SGA, has been trained by Roberts Rules of Order, to invite more of the community not just SGA, but to train SGA in Roberts Rules of Order

2. One of the major problems that every organization faces is member retention: how do you plan on molding and sustaining active Student Government Senate members?

-Juan Vasquez: As stated in previous question, to have meetings with Senators, wants Senators to feel included within SGA to make sure he meetings the needs of the Senators. To have people included within SGA, to make sure he will know everyone’s name 

-John Johnston: As mentioned earlier, SGA has different elections coming up, when they arrive in the body what will they give back to SGA, Roberts rules will allow members to be bought into the org that will allow then to know exactly how SGA works and what the body knows what they are doing, Senators will then produce results, serve the student body to unite on one common mission, to serve under the Spartan University

-Rebuttal: 

-Juan Vasquez: If we do not have an inclusive senate then people will not come out to SGA, these meetings with Senators are going to keep people in SGA 

3.  One of the major problems that every organization faces is member retention: how do you plan on molding and sustaining active Student Government Senate members?

-John Johnston: Has arrived at the committee under cherry Callahan nominated by former President Katie Marshall, these Senators need to be represented within the meetings, we need a common purpose, we need to back up these challenges, represent your job by providing people with resources, represent your class, people want to know what student government is, John wants to represent you

-Juan Vasquez: We need someone to motivate to participate in these committees, he was also appointed into a committee by former President Katie Marshall, to let the Senate know his great experience, check in on the appointed committees, get updates, have the students talk about their ideas within the committee, have students here in the meetings to speak 

-Rebuttal: 

-John Johnston: Not a pleasure when he served on his previous committee, because he had to plea with the athletic director , meant that he had to be a part of increasing students fees, but we need passionate people to help with these committees

4.  How would you balance your current responsibilities (both academic and co-curricular) with the responsibilities you would inherit if you were to be elected Vice President?

-Juan Vasquez: Thought about being Vice President for a long time, trying to work out schedule, what organization to be a part of, but this position and org is the number one priority, is going to make sure he gets the things he needs to get done first

-John Johnston: Will have great reward from the things he achieves, will take a lot of discipline and courage, to stand proud of the university, to represent the community and our families, different roles within the community, need to balance roles within our community, his experiences that has benefited, make sure he is a student first, accept priorities, is going to help with priorities with being Vice President 

-Rebuttal: 

-Juan Vasquez: Being a student first is important, but he can also manage his time wisely and still being a student first

5. What is one unique characteristic you possess that will help you fulfill the role of Vice President?

-John Johnson: First thing that came to mind is piano man, a man named John, relates to the character in the song, he will be quick to come up to anyone, bring integrity as a unique characteristic , grandfather, be honest, pay your debts, and keep your word, wants to commit to something 100 percent

-Juan Vasquez: Approachability, is an approachable, kind and caring person, doesn’t just mean making someone smile, means being tolerant, and diverse and accepting of others, father told him if you are able to light up someone’s smile u are able to light up their motivation

-Rebuttal:

- John Johnston: Wanted new experiences going into college, to know someone’s paths and how a person is brought to that, to see everyone colorblind, as the exact same

6. How would you encourage, develop, or change the relationship between the University's administration and Student Government?

-Juan Vasquez: SGA has a good relationship with administration, it is important to know that administration are humans, that’s where approachability comes in, set the approachable example

-John Johnston: has increased the relationship, President Katie Marshall was pro relationship while President Miller is continuing on, how do we improve this trend? It starts with us, the chancellor needs to see the initiative from us, we need to know what exactly we are trying to do and represent, we need to stand up and speak up, we have to take that role to tell them what we need and want to take advantage of it

-Rebuttal: 

Juan Vasquez: We have senators that hold particular positions, if we no do have those senators, we do not have action, we need to communicate, if admins see sga reach out, they will see what we want 

7. As Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, I work to make sure the voices of students are heard on campus regarding issues of budget, policy, procedure, and other facets of UNCG.  Often, this happens through the appointment of students to committees. In the past few years, we've seen fewer students from SGA attending meetings - meaning the voice of students isn't heard.  How will each of you help to insure the voice of students is heard through committees and in other areas?

-John Johnston: Since 2007 tuition has gone up at least 800 dollars, a noticeable increase, wondered why, where do we go to find the answer, foster an environment of inclusiveness, to have the administration come to senate to see what we are about, we become educated, as Vice President he will provide the resources to become educated to find answers, has talked to see what students want in SGA

-Juan Vasquez: We need to make sure we familiarize ourselves with each situation, speak to administration before the meetings and send them invitations to come to senate, we want respect between senate and administration, we need to act as activists

-Rebuttal: 

-John Johnston: Kim Record told the University and the student senate why we had to cut the wrestling team, this meeting was not fun, Vice President Hux kept his cool and calm

8. What kind of legacy do you plan on leaving on campus after your graduation?

- Juan Vasquez: The legacy he would like to leave is a great student government, people don’t know what SGA is about, he finds this unacceptable, would really like to give SGA a name, for people to have more knowledge about SGA, about what this org does from the students themselves

-John Johnston: SGA is not for everyone, not everyone has the same drives or passions, but if they do not know when those meetings that is a problem, he wants to leave the legacy of knowledge and getting students involved, we need to know about these campus activities because a lot of people do not

-Rebuttal: 

-Juan Vasquez : Does agree that SGA is not for everyone, but SGA’s roles is to represent everyone, if they want access to SGA they need to be able to know, it is important for these senators to communicate

-Questions from the floor: 

1. Since you both agree that Senator Retention is a major problem, what are your specific plans for increasing retention?

-John Johnston: What we are here for? To be here for the students, involved on campus, SGA message is being promoted, we know what the students want through SGA, modifying the constitution, offer Roberts Rules of Order training for inclusiveness for all, society of SGA needs to change

-Juan Vasquez: Freshman participation is important, it is a big deal to have an inclusive senate, there was a time where he did not feel included, this starts with the leadership, to keep people involved, commends pres miller about going out to eat after senate meetings to build personal relationships within senate, find out what tools he needs

-Rebuttal:

-John Johnston: Senator retention has been an issue for a long time, we need to offer change, that there is a reason we continue to come, to understand what people do to keep coming back

2. You both have different views on the allocation process, how do you intend to improve or change the process more specifically?

-Juan Vasquez: Allocation process does work, miscommunication between students, senators that represent need to be involved within this process, to make sure allocations get turned in on time, we have had record breaking attendance thus far

-John Johnston: Allocations process does not work, miscommunication, students get paid to bring speakers on this campus, org come and ask why they are denied funding, people need to know why they are denied funding, system is flawed, moving allocation process online will improve the process of understanding, possible for students to ask for funding within allocation process

-Rebuttal:

- Juan Vasquez: Witnessed international students not allowed funding as a freshman, we need to get senators involved in this process, this is why the senators are in place, we need to communicate to eliminate flaws within the system 

3. If not elected to the Vice President position, will you still be dedicated to your platform? If so, how?

-John Johnston: Will still continue to commit to SGA, will still serve as parliamentarian, still stand with the allocations process and Roberts rules of order, can encourage people to come to meetings, to write legislation, and will still stay supportive within the school and community

-Juan Vasquez: Always will be passionate about platform, still wants senator inclusion, and wants to still make sure senators know what is going on within senate, regardless of the different views with his opponent, will still encourage senators to speak up

-Closing comments: 

-Juan Vasquez: Would like conclude by thanking the turnout, wants to be your vp, want the people for him to be the vice president, is in love with this university, this is about the student body by pushing positive change within the student body, “all for Juan and Juan for all” is his slogan, excited to grow even further by representing student body, advocate for everyone 

-John Johnston: Make the choice between what is right and what is easy, what is the right decision, we have different ideals and characteristics as a student body, lead them here as a Spartan to inspire change, we do not have to credit ourselves or our accomplishments , but when we are gone, we will leave a legacy and our actions will speak for themselves, challenge the people to find someone that has left a legacy, challenge the people to become a leader on campus, do you believe in john Johnston? We have different roles on campus, how does that role bring and shape you to this university? We need to share these values and asks to believe in yourself and believe in what you stand for. Be educated in the knowledge you have to make a decision on the vice president

-Ten minute recess at 8:13 

-Meeting called to order at 8:30

-Approval of Minutes: 

-Proposed by Scott Vang, meeting from adjourned to call to order 

-No further changes

-Minutes stand, approved without debate

-Approval of Agenda:

-There will be second member of appointment, the Secretary of Community Affairs

-There will be 2 extra special reports, Chelsea Boccardo and the Information technology report which will go before reports 

-Samuel Browning will not be addressing the new business of SB 89 02: “ASG Commitment” 

-Juan Vazquez, a motion to move the IT report to before reports and student forum 

-Agenda remains as changed, approved without debate 

-Special Report: Information Technology news

-Blackboard mobile, any ITS issues

-Todd: upgrade to blackboard to blackboard mobile learn, seen over 600 download since beginning of semester, heard some feedback, can search now on the school website to find the application 

-Questions:

- Christina Nunn: where to download the application. 



-Answer: search for Blackboard mobile learn and then download

-Isaac Miller: Has Blackboard mobile, doesn’t have the links for journals, can only pull up attachments, not anything specific 



-Answer: will follow up on the question 

-Isaac Miller: Has tried to connect on Wi-Fi through the mobile device

-Answer: Could take the device to 101 Fourney to ask any specific ITS issues or questions in the TSC

-What are the next things students are wanting when considering mobile applications?

-Answer: There is a map application that pulls up a campus map that can be used for specifics, parking is coming out with an application in the future, being able to locate the Spartan chariots in the future with an application through mobile devices

-Christina Nunn: People don’t really know what social events or campus activities are going on and when

-Answer: There is a mobile application that is involved with a campus calendar; we are able to have these feeds to inform the student body

-Jonathan Gonzales: Updates and coupons/advertisements around campus, to benefit students directly and promote the business side of the university

-Riva Kanjagu: An idea of a bookstore application to see what books are available

-Samuel Browing: A live library application to see which books are in and on reserve

-Answer: The library is developing an online program for which books are on reserve 

-Matt Chapman: Check in at sporting events, with UNCG, for scores and updates, social media

-Answer: The map application being developed is not just for sports, but everything 

-Any changes with the labs, questions?

-John Johnston: Could you explain the process of what happened over the summer with the labs?

-Answer: On a system called Novell, operating system, Novell network is on the decline, most schools are now moving away from Novell which is the result of change over the summer, made a lot of security enhancements as well 

-What computers are taking longer to boot up?


-Rebecca Church: The computers in the Superlab seem to be taking the longest time


-Riva Kanjangu: The Bryan Labs

-Scott Vang: Does not like going to the lab, but carries laptop every day, can we print from our wireless laptop without logging onto the university computers?

-Answer: There are certain printers that are hooked up for wireless printing and will be giving out information on different ITS information including wireless printing 

-Student Forum:



-No students wish to speak 

-Approval of Appointments: Closed Session 


A. Legislative: Publicity Committee Chair



-Samuel Browning proposes Rebecca Church 



-Rebecca Church approved as Publicity Committee Chair without debate


B. Secretary of Community Affairs



-Isaac Miller proposes Jonathon Gonzales 



-Jonathon Gonzales approved as Secretary of Community Affairs without debate

-Reports:


A. President Isaac Miller:

-Meetings: Provost Perrin, UNCG Student Statistics, Current Concerns Report, Spartan Athletic Spirit, Assistant Vice Chancellor Jim Settle, Projector Equipment, 9/11 Memorial, Spartan Spirit Marketing, Vice Chancellor Cherry Callahan, Debate Moderator, Explained Debate Format

-Working on: BOT Meetings Tomorrow and Thursday, Elections, Homecoming Parade, ASG Delegation for September 23rd and 24th, Communicating with GCC and Greensboro Voter Alliance, Delegating Staff to Spartan Spirit Rising

-SGA Events in Progress: Dining Hall Renderings Presented September 27th, and SGA Night in the Caf on November 1st



-Questions: 




-Caleb Patterson: Where is the ASG meeting coming up





-Answer: In Charlotte


B. Chairman Pro Tempore Samuel Browning: 



-Last meeting running the floor and senate meetings 




-Will continue as a senator from here on out




-No questions from the Senate


C. Attorney General Emmy Downs:



-Conduct Stats for August 26th-September 9th:

-Conduct which disturbs the peace of the community 1; Conduct which is disorderly 1; Furnishing false information to any member of the University Community 1; Failure to comply with directions of University officials 2; Violation of University policy or law regarding drugs 10; Misuse of University computing facilities, passwords, accounts or information (DMCA) 11; Violations of Federal or State laws, or local ordinances which affect the interests of the University community 14; Violation of University policy or law regarding alcohol 34 

-DMCA Violations: 

-Digital Millennium Copyright Act

-Intended to protect the rights of owners of copyrighted digital media

-Using P2P file-sharing services (Limewire, Bittorrent) on university-owned computers or university network to download music and movies 

-UNCG is notified of violations and reports the computer’s IP address (not the student’s name) to the proper authorities 

-UNCG takes immediate action to block internet access to the computer and notify the computer user 

-Internet access will be restored after the infringing material is removed 

-A second DMCA violation can result in loss of university internet access for 3 years




-Analysis: 

-Total amount of violations doubled, Alcohol violations tripled, Numbers following typical pattern, Lots of activities during this week, No AI violations yet - but we’re preparing 




-Upcoming Events: 

-Appointing Judicial Staff, Nominations for Constitutional Review Committee, Oct. 12th - 14th is Geek Week



-No questions from the Senate

D. Chief of Staff, Chelsea Boccardo:

-Will pass around a sheet asking for Spartan card information to allow access to the SGA offices 

-Spartan Card Number and Novell Username 

-Access to 226 EUC, SGA Office 

-Chamber to be given Late Night Access 

-Senate to be given Regular Access 

-Questions? E-mail Kathleen McGirty at kmmcgirt@uncg.edu 

-If you lose your Spartan Card, you must reactivate your card for access to the SGA Office

-Email Chelsea for Catering or Reservations 

-SGA Binders 

-Official SGA documents: Constitution, Bylaws, Statutes, Special Rules of Order, Tabs and Navy Blue 1” Binders from Staples 

-Finalized Office Hours: Posted on website and glass display case between Vice President and President’s offices by end of the week

-No questions from the Senate

-OId Business: 


-Lauren Foster: 

-A committee to revise and renominate, to put together a better homecoming team to represent SGA

-No debate from the senate

-The floor is now open for nominations 


-Caleb Patterson nominated Lauren Foster 

-Isaac Miller nominates Keith Fields 

-Chelsea Boccardo nominates Rebecca Church 

-Lauren Foster nominates Rebecca Church, declines

-Isaac Miller nominates Jonathon Gonzales

-Riva Kajangu nominates Samuel Browning, declined

-Isaac Miller nominates Riva Kajangu 

-Isaac Miller nominates Matt Chapman

-Temilola Ajibulu nominates Juan Vasquez 

Committee Consists of:


-Lauren Foster


-Rebecca Church 


-Jonathon Gonzales


-Riva Kajangu 


-Matt Chapman 


-Juan Vasquez 

-New Business:


A. SB 89 01: “89th Session Mission Statement” 



-Written to instate the mission statement as a body, to enact to all senators at UNCG 

-Reflects power, and establish places to create goals that fall under the mission statement 

-Mission statement:” To impact UNCG by advocating for the Student Body”

-Mission statement is voted upon and adopted without debate

-Caleb Patterson: moved to allocated $725.38 dollars for SGA document for all SGA members from Legislative initiatives 


-Allocation is approved without debate 

-Senator Forum:

-Temilola Ajibulu: Elections are tomorrow, there are big gaps with volunteers for working the polls, asks for volunteers to work the election the 14th and 15th 

-Lauren Foster: Asked the newly appointed homecoming committee members to meet after the meeting to exchange emails 

-Caleb Patterson: Educational program about constitution Thursday at 330 at Graham 402, “18th century document in a 21st century world”

-Announcements: 


-Samuel Browning: sign up for working the polls 

-Meeting adjourned at 9:31 p.m. Chamber Meeting follows the Senate Meeting 


