
Student Government Association 
The University of North Carolina at Greensboro
89th Session of the Student Senate
Tuesday, January 10th, 2012, 7:00 p.m. 
Cone Ballroom A, Elliot University Center
-This meeting was called to order by Vice President John Johnston at 7:00 p.m. 
-Brittany Butler, Legislative Assistant was present and recorded the minutes

-Roll Call

-Quorum exists 

-Approval of Minutes:


-Approved without debate 

-Approval of Agenda:


-Approved without debate

-Special Report: Presented by Jodi Pettazzoni: 


-director of academic assessment


-Important initiative: in spring which is an ongoing process


-Administer all seniors in the spring and all freshman in the fall


-A testing for seniors and freshman


-ETS efficiency profile to test both classes, to receive scores 


-Looking at proficient marginal, not proficient students 


-Comparing scores from UNCG’s freshman to other institutions, they compare favorable 


-Good information to have about incoming freshman


-Same tests, same comparable data


-Testing Seniors to see the improvement 


-Also showed comparable data to other institutions of Senior ETS testing 


-Writing, Critical Thinking, Mathematics 


-UNCG has administered to take the 2 hour test to seniors starting this spring


-Looking at institutionalized academic improvement 


-Anyone can use VSA to see the comparisons about different institutions, a website 


-Still deciding about taking part of the VSA website 


-Will have a measure of student achievement 


-Strategic Planning Initiative, UNCG can use this


-Students will receive results about their own learning, to have comparable results 


-Starting this initiative full force starting next month, set for February through mid-March


-This is a requirement for seniors


-Initiative was enacted and approved for a 1 year trial in April 2011


-This was confirmed as a decision for a permanent basis in December 2011 


-Not required for graduation, but could put a hold on transcripts 


-VSA required between 6 months of graduation 


-Data learning for future graduates, data for changes in curricula 


-Questions: 



-Jared Hance: Will there be a requirement if graduation is unknown and comes early?




-Answer: It falls into a non-testing category 



-Jarad Hance: Can we use these scores on applications?




-Answer: Will have official transcripts 



-Brandon McCathern: Sophomore, can we test now?




-Answer: Will find out the answer



-Dillion Tyler: How much is the fee? And is an appropriate measure to hold transcripts?




-Answer: This is one way of encouragement 



-Temilola Ajibulu: If a person does not take the test, do they never get their transcripts?




-Answer: No, the hold will eventually drop 



-Charlene Grunenwald: Online?

-Answer: Paper and pencil test, can look at an online way, but best to manage with online


-Charlene Grunenwald: How is this going to work with everyone’s schedules?



-Answer: Will be able to choose testing date that works for the student 


-Isaac Miller: Will you compare to SAT scores?



-Answer: A step that we can take, but cannot substitute 


-Juan Vazquez: How was this determined is the best way to assess students?

-Answer: We haven’t yet determined, standardized testing is just one way to assess students, will not be the only way to measure at UNCG, one component of the assessment program, a better opportunity for students to learn 

-Chelsea Boccardo: Will the students get a copy of the transcript through email? Will the students be able to see a format?



-Answer: Will get it through the mail; There will not be a practice exam


-Latoya Wright: Will students be able to give feedback?

-Answer: Will email seniors to let them know about the testing, there will also be a formal invitation, can email or stop by to give any feedback or ask any questions 

-David Vreeland: Is there a system in place to allow students to take it seriously to have the best results?

-Answer: The best solution is to make standardized testing apart of the culture, to make it a norm and spreading it around the institution to show it matters, if students don’t take it seriously it would de-value the degree 


-Riva Kanjagu: Is there a test like this for professors?



-Answer: No


-David Vreeland: Suggestion: Top 10 or top 10 percent could get a chord for graduation 


-Rebecca Church: How did you get data to compare the institutions?



-Answer: From other institutions 

-Isaac Miller: Is there other Universities that have adopted this testing? Will these test scores be submitted involuntary to others?

-Answer: Others do similar testing, only one other institution that does the ETS testing; no they will not be released


-Angela Chavis: How does this work with financial aid?



-Answer: Will find out the answer 


-Charlene Grunenwald: Can we get the results comparatively to other institutions?



-Answer: Purpose is for comparing the institutions, will be accessible 

-Student Forum: 


-No students wish to speak 

-Reports: 


A. President Isaac Miller:

-December BOT meeting: Tuition and Fee increase approved, differentiated tuition increases approved for numerous programs

-Basketball Change of leadership: Mike Dement steps aside and Wes Miller name interim head coach

-Spoke at Fall Commencement: Over 2,000 degrees awarded 

-Drafting a Campus-wide communication: executive initiatives, blue and gold Fridays 

-Distributing Wall Mural applications

-Finalizing student planner contract 

-Budgeting for executive projects 

-Writing state of the campus address 

-Executive projects: DVD Now, Wall Mural competition, Student planners, top concerns report, great t-shirt exchange 

-Climate Action Plan Team: Richard McDonald, Carbon Neutral 2050, Groups meet to reduce emissions specific to their area 


B. Vice President John Johnston: 



-Brief announcements: 




-Happy New Year




-Update on Elections, Chancellor will be monitoring one debate 




-Send the suggestions to Temilola Ajibulu for monitoring debates 

-Spring Special allocations: in process to get system built to be online, to be working out for fall regular allocations 


C. Attorney General Emmy Downs: 



-Brief announcements:

-Constitutional Revision Committee has made final changes to Constitution 

-Committee will be meeting next week to review changes that the Chancellor sent to us




-On Jan. 24th, the Constitution will be sent out to everyone 




-February 7th-presented to Senate 



-Questions: 




-Cassidy Norris: Will the changes be highlighted for people to see?





-Answer: Old writing will be in red, and new writing will be in blue 

-Old Business: 


-No old business

-New Business: 


-No new business

-Senator Forum: 


-No senators wish to speak 

-Announcements: 


-Cuts Hurts Committee need to meet after the senate meeting


-New name cards 


-Isaac Miller asks Executive Cabinet to stay after Senate 

-Adjournment to Committees at 7:47 p.m. 


A. Current Concerns: Azalea


B. Elections: SGA Cubicle


C. Publicity: Cone Ballroom A


D. Finance: Long Leaf Pine 


E. Legislative: Joyner 


